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LETTER	OF	WELCOME	
Dear	delegate,		

We	would	like	to	give	you	a	warm	welcome	to	TLVMUN	2022	and	the	UNFCCC	committee.	
With	the	theme	of	TLVMUN	2022	being	“Climate	Crisis:	aware	today,	safe	tomorrow”,	our	
committee	has	significant	importance	in	this	conference.	In	5	days,	we	will	discuss	two	
equally	crucial	topics,	regarding	the	use	of	plastic	and	the	pricing	of	the	carbon.		

With	 delegates	 coming	 from	 different	 backgrounds	 and	 levels	 of	 experience,	 while	
UNFCCC	is	being	advertised	as	a	beginner	committee,	in	fact	we	are	expecting	a	high	level	
of	debate	and	interesting	discussions,	and	why	not,	original	solutions	to	those	two	flaming	
topics.		

Regarding	 your	 preparation,	 this	 study	 guide’s	 role	 is	 to	 be	 a	 starting	 point	 of	 your	
preparation,	as	we	expect	you	to	also	conduct	your	own	research;	a	good	idea	would	be	
to	 read	 the	 relevant	 international	 documents	 to	 gain	 a	 further	 understanding	 of	 the	
current	solutions,	their	positives	and	their	negatives,	and	also	explore	the	bibliography	in	
the	given	sources.	You	can	also	read	relevant	academic	articles,	pieces	of	news	and	look	
at	the	work	of	relevant	UN	bodies	and	international	agencies.		

Before	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 conference,	 you	 need	 to	 write	 your	 own	 position	 paper.	
Position	papers	are	not	compulsory;	however,	their	submission	and	quality	would	be	seen	
as	 a	 positive	 attribute	 towards	 your	 overall	 performance.	 You	 will	 receive	 further	
guidance	regarding	them	in	the	companion	email	and/or	our	committee	group.		

In	case	you	have	any	questions	regarding	our	committee	or	the	conference	in	general,	do	
not	hesitate	to	send	us	a	message.		

We	cannot	wait	to	meet	all	of	you,		

Your	chairs		

	

Special	thanks	to	the	USGs	of	Academics,	Katharina	Krüger	and	Dimitra	Psychari	for	their	
contribution	on	this	guide.		
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The	Committee		

	

The	United	Nations	Framework	Convention	on	Climate	Change	(thereinafter	mentioned	
as	 the	 “UNFCCC”)	 is	 an	 international	 environmental	 treaty,	 with	 goal	 to	 prevent	
“dangerous”	human	interference	with	the	climate	system,	by	stabilizing	greenhouse	gas	
concentrations.		

It	was	formed	and	opened	for	signature	at	the	Rio	Earth	Summit	of	1992,	hence	it	is	also	
known	as	one	of	the	“Rio	Treaties”.	It	entered	into	force	on	March	1994	and	today	it	is	
ratified	by	197	countries,	which	means	it	is	almost	universally	recognized.	1	

According	 to	 the	 founding	 treaty,	 all	 countries	 are	 vulnerable	 to	 the	 effects	 of	 climate	
change,	and	also	international	cooperation	is	needed	to	combat	it.		

Following	the	founding	treaty,	negotiations	in	1995	led	to	the	creation	of	the	1997	Kyoto	
Protocol,	which	is	establishing	emission	targets	for	the	countries	that	are	characterized	
as	 “developed”	 or	 “industrialized”.	 The	 Kyoto	 Protocol	 has	 192	 Parties.	 	 The	 Paris	
Agreement,	 adopted	 on	 12	 December	 2015,	 builds	 on	 the	 previous	 work	 of	 the	
Convention	and	aims	for	a	low-carbon	future.	2	

The	 facilitation	 of	 the	work	 of	 the	UNFCCC	 is	 overseen	by	 its	 Secretariat	 (UN	Climate	
change).	Located	in	Bonn,	Germany,	the	Secretariat	is	supporting	a	“complex	architecture”	
of	 subsidiary	 bodies,	 organizes	 the	 Conferences	 of	 the	 Parties	 (CoP),	 two	 to	 four	
intergovernmental	 negotiating	 sessions	 and	 provides	 its	 technical	 expertise	 in	 the	
analysis	of	the	information	and	the	search	of	solutions.	3		

	

	

	

	

	

 

1 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, What is the United Nations Framework 
on Climate Change?  

 

2 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, History of the Convention 

3 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, About the Secretariat  
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TOPIC	A:	FINDING	APPROPRIATE	CO2	PRICING	

INTRODUCTION	
	

Climate	researchers	have	been	working	for	years	to	calculate	the	impact	of	

higher	 greenhouse	 gas	 concentrations	 in	 all	 its	 dimensions	 relevant	 to	

human	 society,	 such	as	 sea	 levels,	 humidity	 and	 temperatures.	One	of	 the	

most	 socially	 relevant	 tasks	 of	 climate	 research	 are	 calculations	 of	 the	

possible	 development	 of	 the	 future	 climate	 with	 a	 further	 increase	 in	

greenhouse	gas	concentrations.		

	

	

Future	emissions	of	anthropogenic	greenhouse	gases	depend	on	economic,	

social	 and	 political	 developments	 that	 are	 fundamentally	 unpredictable.	

Climate	 research	 therefore	makes	 a	wide	 range	of	 assumptions	 about	 the	

future	development	of	humankind,	from	which	it	derives	a	diverse	range	of	

emission	scenarios,	which	in	turn	form	the	basis	for	projections	about	future	

climate	development,	which	is	illustrated	in	Figure	1.	SSP	stands	for	Shared	

Socioeconomic	Pathway	and	describes	these	different	scenarios	on	how	the	

climate	may	change	depending	on	the	measures	being	taken.	Between	2030	

and	 2052	 we	 are	 expected	 to	 reach	 the	 1.5	 degree	 mark,	 the	 measured	

warming	 compared	 to	 the	 time	 before	 industrialization.	 First	 steps	 in	

Cightings	climate	change	were	done	2005	by	the	breaking	of	taboos	with	the	

EU	ETS	(European	Union	Emission	Trading	System)	and	the	subsequent	CO2	
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pricing	 in	Europe.	Besides	 the	

EU,	countries	around	the	world	

have	 started	 to	put	 a	price	on	

CO2.	 By	 2020,	 15%	 of	 the	

world's	 CO2	 has	 already	 been	

priced	and	with	the	start	of	the	

Emission	 Trading	 Scheme	 in	

China,	 about	 20%	 of	 carbon	

emissions	 are	 already	 now	

being	priced.4	

	

Fig.	 1:	 IPCC2022	 Projections	

(Pörtner	et	al.,	2022)		

	

	
			

HISTORY	OF	THE	TOPIC	
	

For	a	long	time	now,	economic	analyses	have	been	preaching	carbon	pricing	

as	 the	 most	 important	 strategy	 for	 efficiently	 reducing	 CO2	 emissions.	

However,	 it	 is	 only	 in	 the	 last	 decade	 that	 the	 initiatives	 have	 been	

significantly	expanded.	In	2015	alone,	over	26	billion	USD	were	collected	in	

more	than	60	different	national	or	subnational	taxes	worldwide.	5Many	more	

measures	and	tightenings	have	been	promised	in	the	Paris	Agreement.	The	

following	chart	shows	the	distribution	of	carbon	pricing.	It	can	be	seen	that	

 

4 (Pörtner et al., 2022) 

5 (Klenert et al., 2018) 
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the	 popularity	 is	 steadily	 increasing	 and	 more	 and	 more	 countries	 are	

following	 existing	 examples	 and	 using	 carbon	 pricing	 in	 the	 fight	 against	

global	warming.		

	

	

Fig.	2:	Distribution	of	Carbon	Pricing	(Klenert	et	al.,	2018)		

	

	

	

	

	

DISCUSSION	OF	THE	PROBLEM	
We	observed	on	the	last	page	that	Europe	played	a	pioneering	role	in	pricing	

carbon,	but	that	India,	for	example,	was	also	an	early	adopter	of	CO2	pricing.	

It	can	be	concluded	from	the	graph	that	democratically	governed	countries	

in	principle	have	aligned	themselves	with	CO2	pricing	earlier.	An	increasing	

number	 of	 G20	 countries	 are	 implementing	 this	 tax,	 while	 developing	

countries	are	not	yet	showing	this	trend,	nor	are	OPEC	countries.	The	thesis	
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of	 whether	 countries	 with	 high	 income	 inequality	 introduce	 CO2	 pricing	

more	slowly	or	not	at	all	is	being	tested.	For	this	purpose,	the	Gini	coefficient,	

a	measure	of	inequality,	is	used		from	World	Bank	data	and	compared	with	

CO2	 pricing	 worldwide.	 These	 countries	 are	 divided	 into	 four	 levels:	 No	

Carbon	Pricing,	Considered,	Scheduled	and	Implemented.	On	the	y-axis	is	the	

Gini	 coefficient,	 the	 higher	 the	more	 unequally	 income	 is	 distributed	 in	 a	

country,	 and	 is	 dependent	 on	 the	 four	 categories	 of	whether	CO2	 is	 being	

priced.		

Fig	3:	Gini	Index	/	Carbon	Pricing	(WorldBank,	2022a);	(WorldBank,	2022b)		

	

	

	

	

Regarding	 the	 data:	 both	 data	 were	 collected	 for	 106	 nations.	 The	 most	

recent	Gini	coefficient	before	covid	was	chosen,	therefore	mainly	from	2017	

and	 2018.	 6 	This	 is	 also	 where	 the	 first	 source	 of	 error	 comes	 from,	 as	

 

6 (WorldBank, 2022b) 
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countries	 for	which	no	 information	could	be	collected	tend	to	have	higher	

income	inequality.	Both	the	data	on	CO2	pricing	and	the	Gini	coefficient	come	

from	the	World	Bank	database.		

There	 is	 a	 slight	 negative	 correlation	between	 inequality	 and	CO2	pricing.	

Countries	 that	 tend	 to	 have	 higher	 inequality	 are	 less	 likely	 to	 price	 CO2	

emissions.	 Although	 "scheduled"	 does	 not	 lie	 in	 this	 development,	 the	

number	of	observations	here	 is	2	and	 is	 therefore	hardly	representative.	7	

The	explanation	 follows	Klenert	 et	 al;	 they	 claim	 that	 citizens	with	a	high	

level	of	trust	 in	the	state	are	more	willing	to	bear	CO2	pollution	burdens.	8	

Following,	Aitalieva	studies	the	relationship	between	inequality	and	trust	in	

the	 state	 institutions.	 With	 higher	 inequality,	 trust	 decreases,	 and	

consequently	 the	 willingness	 to	 pay	 a	 carbon	 price	 also	 decreases.	 It	 is	

possible,	that	one	of	the	many	reasons	for	not	introducing	emissions	pricing	

is	 that	 countries	 where	 the	 government	 already	 does	 not	 have	 a	 high	

standing	in	the	population,	wants	to	avoid	fueling	public	dissatisfaction	and	

therefore	 is	 not	 introducing	 carbon	 pricing.	 Europe	 relies	 on	 emission	

trading	systems	with	 the	EU	ETS.	 In	2003	 it	was	decided	 in	 the	European	

Parliament	 and	 finally	 introduced	 on	 1.1.2005.	 It	 covers	 about	 half	 of	 all	

emissions	 in	 Europe	 from	 the	 electricity,	 heat	 (>20MW),	 steel	 and	 other	

sectors	 and	 is	 regularly	 adjusted.	 China	 has	 also	 been	using	 an	 emissions	

trading	system	since	2021.	40%	of	all	Chinese	emissions	are	priced	with	this,	

which	 in	 turn	 is	 15%	 of	 global	 CO2	 emissions.	 Although	 it	 is	 the	 largest	

emissions	trading	system	in	the	world,	the	prices	are	still	significantly	lower	

than	those	of	the	EU	ETS	or	the	UK	ETS.	9	

 

7 (WorldBank, 2022b) 

8 (Klenert et al., 2018) 

9 (Aitalieva, 2017). 
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There	is	no	question	if	carbon	emissions	must	be	priced.	The	question	is,	how	

is	it	possible	to	convince	all	countries	worldwide	to	pull	together	to	save	this	

planet	 with	 one	 carbon	 pricing	 system?	 There	 is	 a	 dichotomy	 between	

developed	 countries	 addressing	 the	 high	 emission	 levels,	 but	 at	 the	 same	

time	 blaming	 developing	 countries	 on	 still	 relying	 heavily	 on	 fossil	 fuels.	

These	 countries	 see	 the	 West	 as	 historically	 responsible	 and	 therefore	

entitled	 to	 financial	 support	 to	make	up	 for	 their	mistakes	 in	 the	 past.	 In	

addition	 to	 the	purely	 environmental	 discussion,	 a	 political	 debate	 is	 also	

being	introduced.	Between	China	and	the	USA,	environmental	protection	has	

become	a	pawn	in	geopolitical	actions	(Comim,	2008).		

	

	

PREVIOUS	UN	INVOLVEMENT	
	

There	have	been	annual	UN	climate	conferences	(COP)	since	1995.	The	first	

was	 in	Berlin.	 In	1997,	 the	Kyoto	Protocol	was	 signed	and	 first	 came	 into	

force	in	2005.	It	was	recognised	that	countries	have	different	capacities	to	

mitigate	climate	change	due	to	their	different	economic	stability.	It	was	also	

ratified	that	western	countries	must	take	a	lead	role	due	to	their	historical	

responsibility.	 In	2012,	 the	Kyoto	Protocol	was	extended.	Negotiations	 for	

this	 took	place	 in	Doha	Qatar	and	 the	 legislation	came	 into	 force	 in	2020.	

Binding	targets	were	set	for	37	different	countries,	including	the	European	

Union	and	Australia,	committing	not	only	to	reduce	CO2	but	also	other	gas	

emissions	 and	 to	provide	 financial	 support	 to	developing	 countries	 in	 the	

fight	against	climate	change.	147	countries	have	signed	the	Kyoto	Protocol.	
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Exceptions	 are	 Canada,	 which	 withdrew	 in	 2012,	 and	 the	 USA.	 A	 second	

historic	step	was	the	Paris	Climate	Conference	with	the	Paris	Agreement,	in	

which	all	countries	committed	themselves	to	changing	the	global	economy	in	

a	 climate-friendly	way.	 In	 2020/2021,	 the	Climate	Conference	 in	Glasgow	

agreed	on	a	limited	phase-out	of	coal	and	the	reduction	of	subsidies	for	fossil	

fuels.	The	aim	is	to	comply	with	the	1.5	degree	upper	limit.	This	November,	

the	27th	UN	Climate	Change	Conference	will	take	place	in	Sharm	ash-Shaykh,	

Egypt.	 UNFCCC	 Executive	 Secretary	 Patricia	 Espinosa	 Cantellano	 warned	

that	efforts	must	be	more	than	doubled	to	reach	the	1.5	degrees	target.	The	

delegates	must	start	here	and	raise	international	CO2	pricing	to	a	new	level.10	

POSSIBLE	SOLUTIONS	
	

Pricing	 Carbon	 by	 Initiating	 a	 Emission	 Trading	 System.	 To	 initiate	 an	

emissions	trading	system,	proceed	as	follows.	First,	the	regulator	determines	

the	total	amount	of	emissions	to	be	emitted	within	a	period.	The	total	amount	

is	divided	into	small	units	and	emission	rights	(certificates)	are	created.	Then	

a	stock	exchange	must	be	opened	where	these	certificates	can	be	traded.	By	

issuing	the	certificates	for	the	First	time,	which	are	either	auctioned	or	issued	

free	of	charge,	the	market	is	brought	to	life,	after	which	the	certificates	can	

be	 	 traded.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 each	 trading	 period,	 companies	must	 yield	 one	

allowance	for	each	unit	of	emission.	An	emissions	trading	system	is	therefore	

only	possible	if	emissions	are	verifiable,	i.e.	measurable.	In	equilibrium,	the	

marginal	 abatement	 costs	 of	 all	 companies	 are	 now	 equal.	 This	 makes	 it	

possible	to	find	the	most	cost-effective	way	to	achieve	the	highest	emission	

savings.	(A	very	famous	example	is	the	EU	ETS.	The	EU	ETS	was	adopted	by	

 

10 United Nations Climate Change, History of the Convention (2022) 
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the	European	Parliament	in	2003	and	came	into	force	on	1.	of	January	2005).	
11	

	

In	 addition	 to	 the	 then	 27	 EU	 states,	 Norway,	 Switzerland,	 Iceland	 and		

Liechtenstein	 have	 also	 joined.	 The	 EU	 ETS	 covers	 almost	 half	 of	 the	

European	Union's	greenhouse	gas	emissions.	It	covers	the	following	different	

sectors:	electricity	and	heat	production	(>20MW),	aluminium,	iron,	steel	and	

cement	production,	oil	reCineries,	paper,	glass	and	chemical	plants	and	intra-

European	Clights.	Together,	this	amounts	to	more	than	11,000	power	plants	

and	factories.	The	EU	ETS	is	a	cap	and	trade	system.	An	upper	limit	applies	

to	 all	 emissions	 and	 a	 corresponding	 number	 of	 allowances	 are	 issued.	

Within	 this	 limit,	 companies	 can	 trade	 allowances	 and	 thus	 find	 a	 cost-

effective	way	to	use	their	allowances.	Now	there	are	different	approaches	to	

pricing	carbon	emissions	worldwide.	Some	experts	recommend	opening	up	

the	EU	ETS	step	by	step	to	other	countries.	Another	proposal	is	to	merge	the	

EU	ETS	with	other	ETSs	for	example	the	Chinese	ETS	in	the	long	term.	But	

until	 it	 is	clear	how	these	revenues	will	be	distributed	and	how	citizens	in	

low-income	 countries	 can	 be	 relieved	 of	 new	 financial	 burdens,	 this	 step	

cannot	yet	be	discussed.	12	

	

BLOC	POSITIONS	
	

Countries	that	want	to	make	progress	in	climate	protection	will	hope	for	a	

global	market	for	emission	certificates.	From	their	point	of	view,	this	is	the	

most	efficient	and	equitable	way.	Emerging	countries	in	particular	need	to	

 

11 (van der Ploeg, 2021). 

12 (Carattini et al., 2018) 
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benefit	 from	 the	 revenues	 in	 order	 to	 make	 their	 economies	 climate	 -	

friendly.	 It	 is	 important	 that	 only	 through	 a	 progressive	 distribution	 of	

revenues	 will	 inequality	 be	 reduced.	 Countries	 that	 rely	 heavily	 on	 fossil	

fuels	will	think	very	little	of	mandatory	carbon	pricing.	In	their	eyes,	this	will	

only	worsen	their	economic	position	in	global	competition	and	the	citizens	

of	the	country	will	have	to	bear	the	higher	energy	costs.	A	way	must	be	found	

to	 compensate	 these	 countries	 financially	 that	 the	 overall	 package	 of	 CO2	

pricing	is	appealing	to	them.	Democratic	countries	must	listen	to	the	voice	of	

their	 people	who	do	not	want	 to	 bear	higher	 taxes	 on	CO2.	 In	 France,	 for	

example,	the	Yellow	West	Movement	took	to	the	streets	for	weeks	to	protest	

against	tank	price	increases.	In	the	poorest	parts	of	the	world,	it	is	difficult	

for	 the	 inhabitants	 to	 understand	 why	 they	 should	 pay	 attention	 to	

environmental	protection,	as	it	is	primarily	existential	needs	that	are	seen	as	

a	modt	 importsnt	problem.	Are	 countries	prepared	 to	 compensate	 for	 the	

increased	 expenditure	 of	 the	 population	 with	 their	 own	 government	

spending?	Are	countries	prepared	to	forego	economic	growth	to	finance	the	

transition	 to	 green	 energy?	Only	 together	 can	 the	 global	 climate	 goals	 be	

achieved.	therefore,	countries	must	abandon	their	egoistic	perspectives	and	

jointly	agree	to	binding	targets	in	the	international	community	of	states.	

	

	

	

TOPIC	B:	REDUCING	THE	USE	OF	SINGLE-USE	PLASTICS		
	

INTRODUCTION		

Global	plastic	production	has	dramatically	increased	over	the	last	few	
decades.	The	cheap	and	lightweight	material	is	easy	to	transport	and	
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produce.	Some	of	its	variants	are	also	possible	to	recycle.	The	problem	is,	
however,	the	excessive	reliance	that	we	have	on	plastic	production.	It	is	
often	much	cheaper	to	produce	virgin	plastic	rather	than	use	its	recycled	
counterpart.	We	are	therefore	unable	to	cope	with	the	excessive	amounts	of	
plastic	that	are	discarded	each	year.	Moreover,	it	is	difficult	to	pinpoint	who	
is	responsible	for	the	consequences	of	plastic	production.	It	could	be	up	to	
governments	to	regulate	it,	but	it	is	also	companies	and	corporations	that	
have	the	biggest	influence	on	plastic	production.	Perhaps	one	could	also	
look	at	individuals	who	use	the	products	that	businesses	cater	to.	Overall,	
the	solution	to	tackling	the	problem	of	single-use	plastics	is	one	that	must	
be	assessed	at	a	national	and	sub-national	level.	
	
	
HISTORY	OF	THE	TOPIC		

	

The	material	that	we’d	know	was	plastic	has	a	chemical	composition	known	
as	a	polymer.	The	first	plastic	polymer	was	created	by	John	Wesley	Hyatt	in	
1869.	It	was	originally	made	as	a	synthetic	substitute	for	ivory,	a	material	
obtained	through	the	slaughter	of	wild	elephants.	The	revolutionary	
creation	started	a	new	era	of	human	manufacturing.		

Then,	In	1907	Leo	Baekeland	invented	Bakelite,	the	first	fully	synthetic	
plastic.	Plastic	production	on	a	massive	scale	began	only	when	further	
research	about	new	materials	was	expanded.	Plastics	were	great	
substitutes	for	natural	resources	which	were	in	high	demand.	Soon,		

plastics	were	used	instead	of	most	materials	popular	up	until	that	point.	
According	to	Plastics:	A	Toxic	Love	Story	author	Susan	Freinkel,	“In	product	
after	product,	market	after	market,	plastics	challenged	traditional	materials	
and	won,	taking	the	place	of	steel	in	cars,	paper	and	glass	in	packaging,	and	
wood	in	furniture.”		

The	reputation	of	this	up-until-that-point	revolutionary	material	fell	around	
the	1970s.	Many	of	the	products	created	at	that	point	were	made	to	be	
disposable,	yet	due	to	the	nature	of	the	fabric	they	would	last	forever	in	the	
natural	environment.	This	dichotomy	of	plastic	production	lead	to	the	
promotion	of	plastic	recycling.	Yet,	as	it	may	be	induced,	recycling	of	plastic	
is	far	from	perfect.		

First	of	all,	it	is	rarely	actually	implemented	as	it	is	cheaper	to	produce	
virgin	plastic	as	opposed	to	the	recycled	ones.	Secondly,	the	vast	majority	if	
plastics	don’t	actually	end	up	being	recycled	due	to	their	chemical	structure.	
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Finally,	plastic	can	only	be	recycled	a	finite	number	of	times	so	even	if	it	is	
recycled	it	will	eventually	end	up	in	landfill.		

As	such,	the	current	reputation	of	plastics	is	far	from	ideal.	The	main	
concerns	are	connected	to	environmental	issues	and	human	health.	
Although	one	cannot	overarchingly	state	that	plastics	should	be	banned	
from	production	and	use,	a	more	varied	approach	might	be	better	suited	to	
tackle	this	pressing	issue. 13	  
	

DISCUSSION	OF	THE	TOPIC		

It	is	true	that	plastic	has	revolutionized	every	aspect	of	our	everyday	lives;	
they	 can	 be	 found	 on	 medical	 equipment,	 international	 space	 stations,	
educational	materials.	Arguably,	it	could	be	said	that	plastics	“are	involved	in	
every	job	and	livelihood	on	this	planet”.		

Every	year,	more	than	12.000.000	tonnes	of	plastic	end	up	into	the	oceans.	
Some	of	them	remain	inact,	however	some	of	them	erode	into	microplastics	
(after	being	consumed	by	animals	or	fish)	and	make	their	way	into	the	global	
food	chain.	100.000	marine	animals	are	killed	by	plastics	every	year,	and	it	
is	estimated	that	90%	of	our	bottled	wated	and	83%	of	our	tapped	water	to	
contain	particles	of	plastic.	In	addition,	50%	of	the	plastics	that	are	used	are	
of	single	use.		14	

	

An	 interesting	 and	 alarming	 fact	 are	 that	 the	 55%	 of	 single	 use	 plastic	
pollution	 is	 coming	 from	 just	 20	 countries.	 The	 top	 5	 countries	 in	 plastic	
pollution	are	Australia,	USA,	South	Korea,	UK	and	Japan.	15	

 

13 ("History and Future of Plastics", 2022) 

 

14 ("Plastics | General Assembly of the United Nations", 2022) 

 

15 (McCarthy, 2022) 
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On	the	positive	side,	there	are	already	many	individuals,	countries	and	NGOs	
that	are	adopting	practices	that	reduce	the	pollution,	or	are	aiming	for	the	
education	of	the	people	on	such	matters.		

PREVIOUS	UN	INVOLVEMENT		

The	most	recent	involvement	of	the	UN	has	been	a	UNEP	treaty	in	Nairobi	
in	2022	which	resulted	in	“End	Plastic	Pollution”	resolution.	Discussions	
over	that	resolution	are	still	ongoing	and	plan	on	commencing	by	the	end	of	
2022.		
The	main	promises	of	the	document	expect	the	global	economy	to	shift	to	a	
circular	one.	The	main	elements	of	the	current	document	are	as	follows:		

• Reduce	the	volume	of	plastics	entering	the	oceans	by	more	than	80%	
by	2040;	•	Reduce	virgin	plastic	production	by	55%;	•	Save	
governments	$700	billion	(US	dollars)	by	2040;		

• Reduce	greenhouse	gas	emissions	by	25%;		
• Create	700,000	new	jobs	—	mainly	in	the	global	south.		 	

 

BLOC	POSITIONS	

Although	most	states	agree	that	action	for	climate	change	mitigation	must	
be	undertaken,	this	issue	presents	itself	differently	in	certain	parts	of	the	
world.	Therefore,	the	way	in	which	the		

issue	might	be	undertaken	differs	from	country	to	country.	For	example,	it	
is	not	in	the	best	economic	interest	of	some	countries	to	stop	the	export	of	
certain	goods.	Poland’s	economy	is	heavily	dependent	on	coal	and	might	
therefore	oppose	any	cuts	in	its	mining.	Similarly,	OPEC	might	be	against	
any	sanctions	for	oil	extraction	and	export.	Additionally,	countries	with	
close	ties	to	big	companies	and	corporations	may	have	a	bias	against	trying	
to	reach	environmentally	sustainable	solutions.	Those	could	also	be	held	
liable	for	their	production	misconducts	and	large	influence	on	possibly	
corrupt	governments.		

At	present,	many	nations	are	making	strives	in	accordance	with	climate	
pledges.	In	fact,	several	have	managed	to	reduce	their	greenhouse	gas	
emissions	while	still	growing	their	economies.	Those	statistics	can	be	found	
below.		
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