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Introduction 

 
 

"There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict in outer space as yet. Its hazards are hostile to us 

all. Its conquest deserves the best of all mankind, and its opportunity for peaceful cooperation many 

never come again. But why, some say, the moon? Why choose this as our goal? And they may well ask 

why climb the highest mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly the Atlantic? Why does Rice play Texas? 

 

We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not 

because they are easy, but because they are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure 

the best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we 

are unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win, and the others, too." 

 

Key quotes from the September 12, 1962, speech United States President John F. Kennedy gave to a 

large crowd gathered at Rice Stadium in Houston, Texas. 

The early 1960s saw the Space Race heating up. On September 12, 1962, President John F. Kennedy 

delivered a speech known today as the “Moon Speech,” in which he expressed the resolve to put a man 

on the moon by the end of the decade. It was a significant push to achieve the next space milestone.  

Leading the Space Race for nearly a decade, the USSR had to ramp up its efforts to advance space travel 

and maintains its position (Captivating History, 2020). 

 

Our Race to the Moon crisis starts the following day, September 13th, 1962. 



The Cold War 

 
A new era of struggle, determination, and conflict, as nations struggle to achieve independence and 

power. Superpowers rise from the ashes of old, with ideologies that shall determine the fate of the 

human race permanently. As the superpowers jockey militarily and economically for supremacy, many 

nations are freed from the yokes of colonial oppression, and finally the people of entire continents have 

a say in determining their destiny.  

 

The end of the second world war brought about the new world order based on cooperation of the anti-

Hitler coalition However, the cooperation of the Allied powers was plagued by incongruent ideas about 

fulfillment of common arrangements and their different implementation. The two superpowers were 

emerging on the post-war scene – the United States of America (US) and the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics (USSR). With contrasting philosophies of communism and capitalism, the two were meant to 

sooner or later drift apart. As Stalin was seeking to secure Soviet territories from any future invasion 

into its heartland, he started creating a buffer zone in the Eastern Europe, most of which was “liberated” 

by the Red Army. The US, on the other hand, wanted to use the opportunity to spread free market 

notion across the continent. A struggle for ideological dominance worldwide was gaining momentum. 

What was once a victorious alliance turned into a forty-year-long power struggle known as the Cold 

War.   

 

While more Eastern European states were falling under the Soviet sphere of influence the West was 

extending its ties to the military realm and formed the North Alliance Treaty Organization (NATO). As a 

response, the USSR formed a military alliance of its own – the Warsaw Treaty Organization (Warsaw 

Pact) – composed of its European satellites (Mastny, 2010). 

 



Europe was not the only continent marked by the US-USSR confrontation. The Cold War was taking on a 

global dimension. The victory of the Chinese Communists in 1949 shifted Stalin’s focus from Europe and 

Germany to the Far East. Rising Mao Zedong largely emulated Stalin’s approach to power and communist 

doctrine, which was viewed by the Western block as a sign that communism was spreading across the 

globe well beyond Europe. The outbreak of war in Korea in June 1950 created another playground for 

ideological battle. With the formalized alliance between Stalin and Mao Ze-dong in the new Sino-Soviet 

Treaty Stalin changed his strategy regarding North Korea and pledged full military assistance to Kim Il 

Sung. The US intervened and the two superpowers found themselves in the first militarized clash of the 

Cold War (Zhang, 2010; Zubok, 2007).    

Other international disputes followed. In the early 1960s, President Kennedy faced a number of troubling 

situations in his own hemisphere. The Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961 seemed to prove that the real 

communist threat now lay in the unstable, postcolonial “Third World.” Nowhere was this more apparent 

than in Vietnam, where the collapse of the French colonial regime had led to a struggle between the 

American-backed nationalist Ngo Dinh Diem in the south and the communist nationalist Ho Chi Minh in 

the north. Since the 1950s, the United States had been committed to the survival of an anticommunist 

government in the region, and by the early 1960s it seemed clear to American leaders that if they were 

to successfully “contain” communist expansionism there, they would have to intervene more actively on 

Diem’s behalf. 

By 1960, both sides had invested huge amounts of money in nuclear weapons, both as an attempt to 

maintain parity with each other's stockpiles, but also because the idea of deterring conflict through 

"mutually assured destruction" had come to be regarded as vital to the national interest of both. As 

nuclear weapons became more prolific, both nations sought to position missile systems in ever closer 

proximity to each other's borders It was also in the early 1960s that American containment policy shifted 

from heavy reliance on nuclear weapons to more conventional notions of warfare in pursuit of a more 

"flexible response" to the spread of communism.  

 

 

 



The Players 

United States Government 

The federal government of the United States (U.S. federal government) [a] is the national government of 

the United States federal republic in North America, composed of 50 states. The federal government is 

composed of three distinct branches: legislative, executive, and judicial, whose powers are vested by the 

U.S. Constitution in the Congress. The powers and duties of these branches are further defined by acts 

of Congress, including the creation of executive departments and courts inferior to the Supreme Court. 

 

The United States government is committed to winning the space race. Reaching the moon first will be a 

huge boost for national morale. There is speculation that the limits of the law can be stretched to 

achieve the goal of reaching the moon first. This is understandable as a loss could be very unpopular for 

United States prestige on the world stage and particularly for John F. Kennedy and the ruling Democratic 

party at home. 

NASA 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is an agency of the U.S. federal government 

independently responsible for the civilian space program, aeronautics, and space research.  

NASA was established in 1958, succeeding the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA). 

NASA is civilian orientated. Headed by Wernher von Braun, NASA has been focusing on winning the 

space race for the United States. 

Operation Paperclip 

Operation Paperclip was a secret United States intelligence program in which more than 1,600 German 

scientists, engineers, and technicians were taken from former Nazi Germany to the U.S. for government 

employment after the end of World War II in Europe, between 1945 and 1959. Conducted by the Joint 

Intelligence Objectives Agency (JIOA), it was largely carried out by special agents of the U.S. Army's 

Counterintelligence Corps (CIC). Many of these personnel were former members, and some were former 

leaders, of the Nazi Party. 

 

The primary purpose for Operation Paperclip was U.S. military advantage in the Soviet–American Cold 

War, and the Space Race. In a comparable operation, the Soviet Union relocated more than 2,200 

German specialists—a total of more than 6,000 people including family members—with Operation 

Osoaviakhim during one night on October 22, 1946. 

 

In February 1945, Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF) set up T-Force, or Special 

Sections Subdivision, which grew to over 2,000 personnel by June. T-Force examined 5,000 German 

targets with a high priority on synthetic rubber and oil catalysts, new designs in armored equipment, V-2 



(rocket) weapons, jet and rocket propelled aircraft, naval equipment, field radios, secret writing 

chemicals, aero medicine research, gliders, and "scientific and industrial personalities”. 

 

When large numbers of German scientists began to be discovered in late April, the Special Sections 

Subdivision set up the Enemy Personnel Exploitation Section to manage and interrogate them. The 

Enemy Personnel Exploitation Section established a detention center, DUSTBIN, first in Paris and later in 

Kransberg Castle outside Frankfurt. The US Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) established the first secret 

recruitment program, called Operation Overcast, on July 20, 1945, initially "to assist in shortening the 

Japanese war and to aid our postwar military research". The term "Overcast'' was the name first given 

by the German scientists' family members for the housing camp where they were held in Bavaria.[6] In 

late summer 1945, the JCS established the JIOA, a subcommittee of the Joint Intelligence Community, to 

directly oversee Operation Overcast and later Operation Paperclip. The JIOA representatives included 

the army's director of intelligence, the chief of naval intelligence, the assistant chief of Air Staff-2 (air 

force intelligence), and a representative from the State Department. In November 1945, Operation 

Overcast was renamed Operation Paperclip by Ordnance Corps officers, who would attach a paperclip to 

the folders of those rocket experts whom they wished to employ in America. 

 

In a secret directive circulated on September 3, 1946, President Truman officially approved Operation 

Paperclip and expanded it to include 1,000 German scientists under "temporary, limited military 

custody" (Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Paperclip). 

 

US Special Executive Cabinet on Space Exploration 

 

Name Role Faction 

John F. Kennedy President of the United 
States 

Government 

Lyndon B. Johnson Vice President of the United 
States 

Government 

Robert McNamara  Secretary of Defense Government 

John Alexander 
McCone 

Director of Central 
Intelligence 

Government 

James E. Webb  Administrator of NASA Government 

Wernher von Braun NASA Engineering Program 
Manager 

Science 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Paperclip


George Edwin 
Mueller 

American electrical 
engineer 

Science 

Eberhard Rees Marshall Space Flight 
Center Deputy 

Science 

 

American issues 

In the USA The struggle for civil rights had defined the ‘60s ever since February 1960 when  four black 

students sat down at a whites-only lunch counter in North Carolina, and refused to leave. Their 

movement spread: Hundreds of demonstrators went back to that lunch counter every day, and tens of 

thousands clogged segregated restaurants and shops across the upper South.  

 

The Civil Rights Movement 

 

Stock Market Decline 

 

1961 Failed Invasion of Cuba 

 

USSR 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) 

 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) is the founding and ruling political party of the Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). 

CCCP 

The Soviet space program (Pronounced Kosmicheskaya programm) is the national space program of the 

USSR. The main focus of the CCCP is competition with the United States 

 

German Scientists in the Soviet Union 

 

The work of captured German scientists, helped the Soviet Union to quickly catch up to, and for a brief 

period of time to surpass the United States in the field of rocket technology. From the early 1920’s until 

1936, the Soviet Union was a frontrunner in the early days of rocketry development, though, during the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kennedy_Slide_of_1962
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_Pigs_Invasion


period of the Great Purge (1936-1938), Stalin ordered the execution, or the imprisonment of top 

laboratory researchers and scientists (including Sergei Korolev, the future father of the Soviet space 

programme). The success of the German programme, and after realizing the potentials of the V-2 

missile, Stalin changed his stance, and in 1944 the scientists were released from the Gulag and sent to 

the Soviet occupation zone to study the technology of the V-2 and work on a soviet modification.  As this 

endeavour depended heavily on German resources, in 1945, a large part of the Soviet rocket program 

was relocated to Germany. It eventually relocated back to the Soviet Union the following year, along 

with their German experts, who were sent to work and live in a secret research bureau in an isolated 

area. 

  

The first working Soviet V-2, launched on October 18th of 1947, but its significant inclination from its 

intended flight path led the Soviet program to remain dependent on German scientists with an aim to 

build more reliable versions of the German design. In 1948, the Soviet Union produced a replica of the 

V-2, called the R-1, which was not perfected until 1950. The Soviet scientists gained significant training 

and experience replicating the German model and working alongside German scientists. This importance 

of the German rocket scientists led to their favourable treatment by the state (high salaries, good 

housing, decreased limitation in travelling). After a period of theoretical research, one of the most 

prominent designs, the R-14, was proven to be revolutionary (and significantly better than the Soviet-

designed R-3), including the ability to carry nuclear warheads to Western Europe targets. It is also 

argued that the R-7 (the first Soviet ICBM program) was heavily influenced by the R-14. The ability of 

Soviet scientists to reproduce, and later surpass the German models, led to the isolation of the German 

design teams from the future stages of the research. The Soviet government started dispatching the 

scientists back to (East) Germany in 1951, with the last ones officially remaining until 1958. 

 

Soviet Peoples Cabinet on Space Discovery and Exploration 

 

Name Role Faction 

Nikita Khrushchev First secretary of the 
Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union and 
chairman of the Council 
of Ministers 

Government 

Alexei Kosygin First Deputy Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers 

Government 

Rodion Malinovsky Minister of Defence Government 



Vladimir Semichastny Minister of the Interior, 
Chairman of the KGB 

Government 

Sergei Korolev Lead Soviet rocket 
engineer and spacecraft 
designer 

Science 

Valentin Glushko  Engineer and designer of 
rocket engines 

Science 

Mstislav Keldysh USSR Chief Theoretician Science 

 

Other Soviet Issues 

In the USSR, after enacting De-Stalinization and a series of many other political reforms that made 

Soviet society less repressive – Khrushchev now faces new challenges as deteriorating relations between 

the Soviet Union and neighboring China and food shortages across the USSR eroded Khrushchev’s 

legitimacy in the eyes of the Communist party leadership. 

The Space Race So Far 

 

The Space Race was a 20th-century competition between two Cold War adversaries, the Soviet Union 

(USSR) and the United States (US), to achieve superior spaceflight capability. It had its origins in the 

ballistic missile-based nuclear arms race between the two nations following World War II. The 

technological advantage demonstrated by spaceflight achievement was seen as necessary for national 

security and became part of the symbolism and ideology of the time. The Space Race brought 

pioneering launches of artificial satellites, robotic space probes to the Moon, Venus, and Mars, and 

human spaceflight in low Earth orbit and ultimately to the Moon. 

 

At first, the superpowers were focused on developing ballistic missiles of longer range to be able to 

deliver nuclear warheads to the enemy’s heart. However, scientists involved in the space programs were 

often more focused on shifting the contemporary understanding of what was possible. While the Soviet 

scientists worked on both ballistic missiles and satellites at the same time, the idea of satellite launch 

was only explored by the US military and mostly remained on discussion level within scientific circles. 

The situation changed when the USSR rejected the “Open Skies“ proposal, which would allow the US to 



monitor the USSR territories. In order to develop capacities for longer-term surveillance, the satellite 

project received a green light. On July 29, 1955, President Eisenhower made the announcement to his 

nation about the US space aspirations. Since the US needed to create an entirely different rocket to get 

a satellite into space, the Soviets were far ahead (ibidem). 

 

Eventually, one October day of 1957, the USSR beat the US into space by launching the first man-made 

object into Earth’s atmosphere – Sputnik 11.  Sputnik 2 (1957) and Sputnik 3 (1958) soon followed. The 

USSR accomplished a steady string of successes and continued to press to achieve other firsts. It 

managed to send the first person into space2, then the first woman into space3, and was the first to 

orbit the globe4. The US’s military and science superiority experienced a major blow. The fact that 

Soviets possessed both the necessary technology to launch a ballistic missile at the US and nuclear bombs, 

put Washington on high alert. It soon played catchup and a year later launched its first satellite Explorer 

1 on January 31 (ibidem).  

In 1959, the Soviet space program took another step forward with the launch of Luna 2, the first space 

probe to hit the moon. In April 1961, the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first person to orbit 

Earth, traveling in the capsule-like spacecraft Vostok 1. For the U.S. effort to send a man into space, 

dubbed Project Mercury, NASA engineers designed a smaller, cone-shaped capsule far lighter than Vostok; 

they tested the craft with chimpanzees, and held a final test flight in March 1961 before the Soviets were 

able to pull ahead with Gagarin’s launch. On May 5, astronaut Alan Shepard became the first American in 

space (though not in orbit). Later that May, President John F. Kennedy made the bold, public claim that 

the U.S. would land a man on the moon before the end of the decade. 

The gap between the two superpowers is closing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Can be translated from Russian as “traveling companion” or “fellow traveler”. In modern day, the term sputnik is 
synonymous with the term satellite.  
2 On April 12, 1961, Yuri Gagarin spent 108 minutes orbiting the Earth aboard the Vostok 1 spacecraft.  
3 On June 16, 1963, Valentina Tereshkova made the trip into space as the pilot of Vostok 6.   
4 On June 14, 1963, Valery Bykovsky was sent into space in Vostok 5.  



 



Rockets and Spacecraft 

Part of each cabinet's responsibilities is rocket design and technological advancement. 

Rocket Parts 

 
 

 



Vostok Spacecraft 

 

 

 



What else is happening in 1962 

 

The Berlin wall was built last year. Elsewhere- the Vietnam war rages on and from the Congo to Algeria 

more and more of the African continent is freed from its old colonial masters.   

Espionage 

CIA 

 

The National Security Act of 1947 established the CIA as an independent, civilian intelligence agency 

within the executive branch. The Act charged the CIA with coordinating the Nation’s intelligence 

activities and, among other duties, collecting, evaluating, and disseminating intelligence affecting 

national security. 

 

As of the start of the Cold War most of the CIA’s work is focused on the military and the military-

industrial complex of the Soviet Union. material gathered from aerial reconnaissance produced detailed 

information on issues as varied as the Soviet grain crop and the development of Soviet ballistic missiles. 

 

CIA technical operations included the bugging of the Soviet military’s major communications line in East 

Germany and the development of reconnaissance aircraft such as the U-2 and spy satellites capable of 

photographing targets as small as a rocket silo. Aerial reconnaissance—first by plane and then by 

satellite—provided early warning of the deployment of Soviet missiles in Cuba and the development of 

new missiles in the Soviet Union. 

 

However, it has not always been successful in its operations around the world. 

 

For example, declassified government records suggest that the CIA was behind the failed 1961 Bay of 

Pigs invasion of Cuba. The agency recruited Cuban exiles living in the United States and trained them in 

military tactics for an invasion of the island nation that had come under the leadership of communist 

Fidel Castro following a revolution. 

 

The poorly planned operation is a fiasco, and rather than weakening Castro’s hold on power, the 

botched affair strengthened his hand, and Castro remained in office for many years. 

 

 

 

KGB 

 

https://www.cia.gov/legacy/museum/national-security-act-of-1947-signed/


KGB stands for Komitet Gosudarstvennoy Bezopasnosti, which translates to “Committee for State 

Security'' in English. Formed in 1954, the KGB is the primary security agency for the Soviet Union, it is 

tasked with working as both an intelligence agency and a force of “secret police.” 

 

The KGB's tasks were generally defined in official Soviet publications as encompassing four areas: the 

struggle against foreign spies and agents, the exposure and investigation of political and economic 

crimes by citizens, the protection of state borders, and the protection of state secrets. In addition, the 

KGB is charged with a wide range of preventive tasks, which were designed to eliminate the causes of 

both political and ordinary crimes. In other words, the KGB is tasked with ferreting out potential threats 

to the state and preventing the development of unorthodox political and social attitudes among the 

population. 

 

The KGB famously crushed the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, by first arresting the leaders of the 

movement prior to scheduled negotiations with Soviet officials in Budapest. After that an event, known 

as the Prague Spring, which occurred in 1968, initially resulted in changes in how Czechoslovakia was 

governed However, Soviet troops were ultimately sent into the country to re-establish Communist Party 

control. KGB officers then targeted dissidents, including those staging non-violent acts of protest, jailing 

and, reportedly in some cases, executing them. 

 

Soviet spies struggled to get a foothold in the United States in the early postwar period. This was due in 

part to the investigations spurred by the so-called “Red Scare” The Red Scare led to the Congressional 

hearings spearheaded by Senator Joseph McCarthy, who attempted to identify, and thwart, Communist 

influence in American society. These events are credited with bringing down much of the U.S. branch of 

the Communist Party, hampering KGB recruitment. 

 

The Soviets were not easily deterred, and they would ultimately succeed in recruiting U.S. naval officer 

John Anthony Walker Jr. into the KGB in the late 1960s. 

 

As Allen W. Dulles once said: “[The Soviet State Security Service] is more than a secret police 

organization, more than an intelligence and counterintelligence organization. It is an instrument for 

subversion, manipulation and violence, for secret intervention in the affairs of other countries.” 

 

ARMS RACE 

One of the key factors in the confrontation between the two superpowers is the atomic technology. 

Worried by the advances of Nazi Germany in nuclear sphere during the World War II, the US focused its 

resources on its secret project Manhattan. The results of it were two atomic bombs unleashed on the 

Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This event led to the adoption of a policy of – as Stalin put it – 

“tenacity and steadfastness.” Feeling the pressure from the US military superiority, the USSR is less willing 

to compromise. Two weeks to the day after Hiroshima, Stalin set up a Special Committee on the Atomic 



Bomb, under the chairmanship of Lavrenti P. Beria. Soon, in August 1949, American atomic monopoly of 

the US was broken by the Soviets and a dangerous arms race settled in (Holloway, 1994; Holloway, 2010).   

 

Challenged by the USSR catching up with the US capabilities, the Eisenhower administration is preparing 

the nation for potential “total war”5. The doctrine of “massive retaliation” promised “to create sufficient 

fear in the enemy to deter aggression.” Such rhetoric is met with great distress by the USSR, which at that 

time is still technologically behind. By 1955 the US had assembled an atomic and thermonuclear arsenal 

exceeding that of the USSR by nearly twentyfold. Moreover, the US could reach 118 out of the 134 largest 

population and industrial centers6 in the USSR from its numerous bases around the globe and new B-52 

bombers could now reach 8,000 miles range. Meanwhile, the Soviet largest bomber, the Tupolev Tu4, 

could only fly 2,900 miles. With such disbalance, Soviets had no reassurances that the US had no intentions 

of military aggression.  

 

The only way for Khrushchev to protect the USSR is to develop his own massive retaliation capabilities, 

which is of the highest priority on Moscow’s agenda (Brzezinski, 2007). Each of the two nations is in 

possession of weapons able to take the world to the brink of disaster. The hoovering danger of all-out 

nuclear confrontation kept the whole world in the atmosphere of fear and suspicion for decades. The 

realization of nuclear deadly potential on both sides led to nuclear deterrence.  

MAD 

MAD- or Mutually assured destruction - The strategy of MAD was first declared in the early 1960s 

by United States Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara. McNamara claimed that a nation with 

nuclear weapons could attempt to eliminate another nation's retaliatory forces with a surprise 

first strike and theoretically "win" a nuclear war relatively unharmed. The true second-strike 

capability could be achieved only when a nation had a guaranteed ability to fully retaliate after a 

first-strike attack.  

The United States had achieved an early form of second-strike capability by fielding continual 

patrols of strategic nuclear bombers. This meant the United States could still retaliate, even after 

 
5 A phrase coined by Admiral Arthur Radford, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  
6 A well-publicized strategic goal by the Chief of Staff of the US Air Force Curtis LeMay.  



a devastating first-strike attack. The tactic is expensive because of the high cost of keeping 

enough planes in the air at all times and the possibility they would be shot down by Soviet anti-

aircraft missiles before reaching their targets.  

Considering the fact that by 1962 both The United States and USSR achieved second-strike 

capabilities the doctrine further assumes that neither side will dare to launch a first strike.  The 

age of MAD heralded a new fear, with citizens knowing that they could be annihilated within 

a matter of minutes at the touch of a button several thousands of miles away. 

Proxy Wars 

 

The Cold War consisted of many battlefronts between the United States and the USSR. Here are some of 

the more significant ones. 

 

Second Indochina War 

 

First Sudanese Civil War 

 

Central American crisis 

 

North Yemen Civil War 

 

Sarawak Communist Insurgency 

 

Other wars 

1959 Tibetan uprising 

 

Portuguese Colonial War 

 

First Iraqi–Kurdish War 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Indochina_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Sudanese_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_American_crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Yemen_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarawak_Communist_Insurgency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1959_Tibetan_uprising
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_Colonial_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Iraqi%E2%80%93Kurdish_War


Non-Aligned Movement 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) is a forum of 120 developing world states that are not 

formally aligned with or against NAT or the Warsaw Pact. After the United Nations, it is the 

largest grouping of states worldwide. 

 

The movement originated in the 1950s as an effort by some countries to avoid the polarized 

world of the Cold War between Communist and Capitalist states. Drawing on the principles 

agreed at the Bandung Conference in 1955, the Non-Aligned Movement was established in 

1961 in Belgrade, Yugoslavia through an initiative of the Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal 

Nehru, Ghanaian President Kwame Nkrumah, Indonesian President Sukarno, Egyptian 

President Gamal Abdel Nasser, and Yugoslav President Josip Broz Tito. 

 

The first Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, which was 

held in September 1961 in Belgrade. Could the NAM challenge the USA and USSR one day? 

Conclusion 

A lot is going on in 1962. While the space race is front and center for both governments there are many 

potential crises that could sidetrack them from their main goal of reaching the moon first. There are 

constraints in science and technology, as well as geopolitical ones. What is certain is that the future is 

very uncertain as 1963 approaches. 
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/Central-Intelligence-Agency 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-17026538#panel1 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/space-race 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/cold-war-history 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/russia/kgb 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/1960s/1960s-history 
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